ADVISORY: TRAFFIC SAFETY

As drivers and pedestrians, we all want to reach our destinations safely. Here are some
tips from the US DOT Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration campaign, "Share the
Road Safely” on doing exactly that.

Car Drivers

Cutting in front can cut your life short! Avoid cutting in front of other vehicles as you may
create an emergency braking situation for others around you, especially in heavy traffic.
Buckle your seat belt! ALWAYS!

Watch your blind spots and the "No Zones" around trucks and buses.

Inattentive drivers. While driving, please focus only on the road. If you need to attend to
another matter while driving (cell phones, kids, application of cosmetics, etc.) safely pull
over in a parking lot or rest stop.

Avoid aggressive drivers and driving aggressively. Speeding, running red lights and stop
signs, making frequent lane changes and tailgating can create dangerous and potentially fatal
situations on the road.

Avoid squeeze play. Be careful of trucks and buses making wide right turns. If you try to get
in between the truck and the curb, you could be caught in a squeeze and suffer a serious
accident.

Never drink and drive!

If you have been the victim of a hit-and-run accident, try to remember and quickly
write down:

_The make and color of the other vehicle

_Anything about the other vehicle's license plate

_Any characteristic of the other driver (sex, race, age, hair color, clothing, etc.)

_Any other details about the accident
Motorcycle Drivers
Watch the "No-Zones". Never hang out in a truck's blind spot or "No-Zone".
Always wear a helmet!
Drive to survive! Motorcycles are the smallest vehicles on the road and offer no protection in
a crash. Be cautious, pay attention to the signals and brakes of other vehicles, especially
trucks!


https://www.flhsmv.gov/fhp/misc/images/tactbrochure.pdf
https://www.flhsmv.gov/fhp/misc/images/tactbrochure.pdf

Check yourself and your bike. Conduct a safety inspection of your motorcycle before each
ride and be sure to wear the proper protective gear.
Watch your speed!

Additional Motorcycle Safety Tips

Truck and Bus Drivers

Take care of yourself! The most important part of a moving truck or bus is the driver. Get
plenty of rest before getting behind the wheel, eat well and stay fit!

Always maintain your vehicle

Be aware of your "No-Zone"! The "No-Zone" represents the danger areas, or blind spots,
around trucks and buses where crashes are more likely to occur. Be vigilant in watching out
for vehicles in the "No-Zone".

Slow down in work zones!

Always keep your distance - leave enough space between you and the vehicle in front of you.
Fasten your seatbelt. Buckle up for safety and control.

Always drive defensively and AVOID aggressive drivers!

Work to help yourselves. Help stranded motorists, notify traffic safety agencies of crashes,
unsafe road conditions and other situations that can lead to crashes.

Pedestrians

Watch your walkways. Walk on sidewalks and in crosswalks whenever possible. Pay
attention to walk signals and keep a safe distance when standing on corners.

Know your "No Zones". Be aware of blind spots around trucks, buses and cars when walking
near and around them.

Stopping Distances. Use caution when crossing intersections and streets. You may think
vehicles will stop for you, but they may not see you or even be able to stop. Never take a
chance with a truck, even if the driver sees you, they may not be able to stop. Truck brakes
and gears are notorious for sticking.

Make Yourself Visible. Wear bright or reflective clothing.

Watch our for wide loads. Trucks with wide loads may have very limited visibility as well as
difficulty maneuvering.

Bicyclists

Wear your helmet! Helmet Use Laws

Bikers Beware. Always be aware of the traffic around you. Never assume that all drivers see
you. Ride defensively.

Check your brakes and be prepared to stop.

Ride with traffic. Ride on the right side, with the flow of traffic.



http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/motorcycle/motosafety.html
https://www.flhsmv.gov/fhp/misc/images/tactbrochure.pdf
https://www.flhsmv.gov/fhp/misc/images/tactbrochure.pdf
http://www.hsvpolice.com/Documents/BicycleHelmetUse.pdf

= Beware of the "No-Zone". Never sneak in between a truck or bus and the curb, or you could
get crushed. Be aware that large trucks have blind spots in the front, back and on the sides,
which make it difficult for the driver to see around them.
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